
POST SECONDARY 
OPPORTUNITIES



AGENDA 
Introductions
Walking you through 6 steps:
STEP 1 - Pathways
STEP 2 - Research
STEP 3 - Short List
STEP 4 - Apply 
STEP 5 - I’ve Applied…Now What?
STEP 6 - Financing your Education 



STEP 1
“Pathways”



Thinking About Post Secondary….  

APPRENTICESHIP (Trades)

UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE

WORKPLACE



INFO. ON SKILLED TRADES
It's estimated that by 2025, 40 percent of  all occupations will be in 

skilled trades.

Skilled trades are divided into 4 main categories:

There are over 150 designated trades in Ontario



SKILLED TRADES
How Apprenticeship Works
As an apprentice, students learn a skilled trade on the job. Students work with and learn 

from experienced workers, and get paid while they do it.

Students also learn in a classroom from instructors who know the trade. This may take place on a 

college campus or in a union training centre.

For most trades, students work for a year and then switch to studying in class for eight to 12 weeks, 

either full or part-time. It takes between two to five years to complete an apprenticeship (based on 

educational certification & field hours).



STEP 2
“Research”



Thinking About Post Secondary….  
APPRENTICESHIP

https://www.ontario.ca/page/start-apprenticeship 

COLLEGE

https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/programs

UNIVERSITY 

https://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca/

WORKPLACE

https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/jobsearch/ 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/start-apprenticeship
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/programs
https://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca/
https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/jobsearch/


Access All Available Resources
● Websites, view books (some available in guidance), 

associations, social media…google, google, google 
● Research, identify and understand Gr. 12 requirements 

for the degree, diploma and/or apprenticeship program 
you are applying for.  

● It is the responsibility of  the student to know each schools 
admission requirements for every program they are applying 
for. 

● Adjust your semester 2 schedule if necessary 

You are not selecting a career for the rest of 
your life, but a starting point

● It’s now time to focus on a career cluster, streamline your 
courses and close some doors



Pay attention 
to ……

★ REQUIREMENTS

★ ADMISSION

Find Out More Information - UNIVERSITY



Pay attention 
to ……

★ REQUIREMENTS

Find Out More Information - COLLEGE
SENECA - EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

GEORGIAN COLLEGE - VETERINARY TECHNICIAN



US ADMISSIONS
 ● All your marks count - calculate your GPA from grade 9 on 
● Do your research - which schools do you apply to through the 

Common App … which schools do you apply to directly?
● Is it necessary to write SATs/ACTs?  Give yourself lots of time to 

prepare.  Register to write the test well in advance.  
● Many US schools require students to submit essays 
● Student Athlete?  Register with NCAA.  There are eligibility 

requirements.  Work with your coach. 
● Look at degree prerequisites, just like you would if you were 

applying here in Ontario
● https://www.collegeboard.org/

https://www.collegeboard.org/


MLL (Multi-Language Learners)
● You are required to write an English Language proficiency (TOEFL, 

IELTS) test if you have not completed 4 or more years (in some 
cases 3 years) of full-time instruction in English (secondary or post 
secondary school).  You need to show proof.

● Do you need supports?  Each individual institution will have 
dedicated support staff and/or departments to help.



STEP 3
“Short List”



Where You Should Be…..
GRADE 11 - FALL AND SPRING
● Attend Open Houses, the OUF, and the College Fair.  Gain general 

information about different options available.  

GRADE 11 - JUNE
● Feeling good and prepared for grade 12
● Gr. 12 course selection done and 

appropriate for your pathway 
● Will you be ready to graduate in a year? 

- 30 credits (earn 2 of these credits through online learning UNLESS you
  opt out)
- OSSLT
- 40 hrs



Where You Should Be…..
GRADE 12 - SEPTEMBER
● Have a short list of REAL possibilities

● A range of programs
● “Shoot for the Stars”
● “Stay in your Comfort Zone”
● “One sure thing”

● Have all the courses you need to graduate AND be taking the courses that are 
required for your post secondary education.

● Have detailed and specific questions prepared and attend: 
The College Fair - October 18-19, 2023
The OUF - October 21-22, 2023
The local fair at Stephen Lewis on November 9, 2023 

● Attend Fall Open Houses and Tours at schools 

 



 Be in the Know…
● Grade 11 and 12 students should be checking 

their Gapps email account regularly for 
information 

● Follow the colleges, universities, awards, 
athletics on their social media accounts and 
websites



 



KEEP IN MIND….COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES MAY BE INTERESTED IN 
YOUR GRADE 11 MARKS

WHY?
In some cases, post-secondary institutions will 
consider your Grade 11 U/M grades when Grade 
12 U/M grades are incomplete or not available.

Most universities will use your overall Grade 12 
U/M grades in calculating your admission average. 
This will include your best six Grade 12 U/M 
courses and any prerequisites as required.  



STEP 4
“APPLY”



IMPORTANT DATES
COLLEGE UNIVERSITY

Early October Application Opens Late 
September 

Application Opens

Feb. 1 Deadline to apply Jan. 15 Deadline to apply 

Apr. 30 Latest date by which all 
students expect response

May 29 Latest date by which all 
students expect response

May 1 Deadline to confirm offer June 3 Deadline to confirm offer

June Tuition deposit due June 3 Earliest date tuition 
deposit due



TRANSMISSION OF GRADES
● Transcript Information electronically sent to OUAC (Ont. University Application 

Centre) & OCAS (Ontario College Application Service)
Grade 11 final grades - Fall 
Grade 12 semester 1 midterm grades - November
Grade 12 semester 1 final grades - February 
Grade 12 semester 2 midterm grades - April 
Grade 12 semester 2 final grades - July 

**Please note…YOU do not choose which marks to send to college or university.  ALL of 
your marks are sent by Westmount (for courses taken at WCI or recorded by Westmount) **
 

● Semester 1 Full Disclosure 
Mid November – teacher discusses midterm grade with student 
Nov. 13 to 15 – students may request to drop a course (will not show on transcript)
*guidance will have a schedule for students to follow 
Nov. 16 – FULL DISCLOSURE 
Nov. 17 – OUAC & OCAS transmission 



APPLYING - APPRENTICESHIP 
While in High School….

●  There are  2 options
○ OYAP - Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program - earn co-op credits while working in a 

skilled trade
○ Accelerated OYAP - an intensive one-semester program that combines a co-op 

placement with an 8-week block of Level 1 training at a College or Union training 
centre.  An Accelerated OYAP student becomes a Registered Apprentice.

● Speak to Mrs. Del-Bianco, the Head of Co-op, 

After High School…
● Need to find an employer or sponsor (someone who provides them with apprenticeship 

training)
● Apply for an apprenticeship:

○ If 18 or older, apply online through the Skilled Trades Ontario Portal (STOP). 
○ If 16 or 17, you must download a paper application and get parent/guardian 

permission 
● If application is approved, apprentice will sign a training agreement from the Ministry of 

Training and Skills Development

https://www.ontario.ca/page/start-apprenticeship 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/start-apprenticeship


APPLYING - COLLEGE
www.ontariocolleges.ca - Apply through OCAS

● Online application (tutorials available)
● You will need your OEN (Ontario Education Number) 

which will be sent to students by YRDSB the week of 
October 10th

● Students will have 5 choices for $125.00 
(only 3 choices at any 1 school)  
Colleges offer Skilled Trades, Certificates, Diplomas Programs
Requirements - ENG4C and any other program specific prerequisites
Colleges also offer Degree programs

● Requirements  - ENG4U plus 5 Grade 12 U/M courses
● Document OCAS Ref# once application is submitted

Questions about a college or a college program? 
CALL or EMAIL ADMISSIONS! 

http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/


APPLYING - UNIVERSITY

www.ouac.on.ca 
● Online application (tutorials available)
● You will need your OEN (Ontario Education Number) 

which will be sent to students by YRDSB the week of 
October 10th

● 3 choices for $156.  $50 for each additional choice
Required courses – ENG4U + 5 additional 12U/M courses INCLUDING  
the prerequisites for the program - math/science ?? 

● Admission to university is based on the above 6 Gr. 12 U/M courses 
● Grades vs. Grades+ Programs (interview, portfolio, audition, etc.)
● PSE (Personal Statement of Experience) may be optional or mandatory
● Document OUAC Ref# once application is submitted

          Questions about a university or university program? 
CALL or EMAIL ADMISSIONS

http://www.ouac.ca/


UNIVERSITY - “I WANT TO APPLY FOR EARLY 
ACCEPTANCE”

● There is no separate application or box you check off to be “considered” 
for “early admission”.  In Ontario….You may receive an offer any time 
between the time you apply…up until May 29.

● Each university has their own policy with respect to timelines for offers of 
admission – do your research and check! 

● It doesn’t matter WHEN you get an offer (don’t compare with peers)…just 
be confident in your program choices.

NOTE……for any Highly Competitive programs
…for example, some Engineering/Health Science/Business as well as programs 
that have Portfolios/Mandatory Supplemental Forms/Auditions/etc. …Offers 
usually aren’t released until after second semester midterms.  

So…if there’s one thing you can do….





STEP 5
“I’VE APPLIED…

NOW WHAT?”



NEXT STEPS
● Continue to work hard on all your courses
● Manage the stress
● Monitor your email for correspondence 
● Read all emails in detail 

Student Portal 
● Set up a college/university student portal FOR EACH institution you applied 

to.  These instructions will be in an email sent by the university/ college AFTER 
you apply. 

● Submit additional info. such as a Personal Statement of Experience through the 
student portal. 

● Instructions for a portfolio, interview or audition will come through the student 
portal. 



OFFERS OF ADMISSION
● Wait for your offers of admission 
● Read every offer of admission very carefully for 

deadlines and details 
ALL OFFERS ARE CONDITIONAL 

● Don’t understand something? 
Call or Email Admissions!



UNIVERSITY - OFFERS OF ADMISSION

Accepting an offer of admission from 
1 university will not affect the 
evaluation of your application by 
your other university choices. 



COLLEGE - OFFERS OF ADMISSION
You may accept only one offer at a time. However, if 
you change your mind or receive another offer that you 
prefer, you may change your acceptance as long as the 
offer has not expired. Your current acceptance will 
automatically cancel your previous acceptance.



DECIDING WHERE TO GO
Western University’s manager of undergraduate recruitment, Dayana Kibilds, suggests 
that students use the “PLACE” framework.

P is for passions.  Is the school going to enable you to pursue your hobbies and
   extracurricular activities?

L is for location.  Are you a big city or small town person? Do you prefer
    self-contained campuses or sprawling city campuses? 

A is for academics. Can you switch programs easily? How are the professors and the
    diploma/degree options?  Read through program curriculums and course outlines. 

C is for community.  Will you receive enough support from professors and peers?   
    Reach out to current students.

E is for experience.  Does the school have co-op or community volunteering options?
Maclean’s Education, Marisa Coulton, Nov. 15, 2022



STEP 6
“FINANCING YOUR 

EDUCATION”



TYPICAL COSTS FOR A FIRST YEAR STUDENT
University (per year)

Tuition (Domestic) $6,100-$8,300 
*Queen’s Commerce $16,288

Tuition (International) $32,000 - $35,000

Residence  $8,200-$9,600
*Consider City AND Single/single washroom vs. Quad/shared washroom

Meal Plans  $5,000-$7,200
*Consider Minimum/Light/Full/Plus

Textbooks  $500-$3,000

APPROX. TOTAL $19,800-$28,100



TYPICAL COSTS FOR A FIRST YEAR STUDENT
College (per year)
Tuition (Domestic) $2,400 

*Aviation Technology - Sault $8,523

Tuition (International) $15,200

Residence  $5,000 (Sault) - $8,600 (Mohawk)

Meal Plans  $2,000-$3,200
*Consider Minimum/Light/Full/Plus

Textbooks  $1,300

APPROXIMATE TOTAL $10,700-$15,600



HOW TO PAY
Entrance Scholarships 

No application required, money based on Gr. 12 average

Bursaries, Scholarships, Awards
Application required - check the folder in Google Drive for major    

            Scholarships
Visit the websites of individual universities or colleges

o Funding your Education / Financing
Businesses and Organizations

For example: Toyota, Tim Hortons, TD
Check your place of employment

OSAP
Ontario Student Assistance Program

WCI Awards of Excellence
Application will be posted in the Grade 12 Google Folder in November.  Deadline to       

        apply - February.



WHAT IS OSAP?
The Ontario Student Assistance Program (OSAP) is a financial aid 
program that can help you pay for college or university.

OSAP offers funding through:
● grants: money you don’t have to pay back
● a student loan: money you need to repay once you’re done school

OSAP can help you pay for:
● tuition
● books and equipment
● fees charged by your school
● living expenses (full-time students only)

Search for OSAP approved schools
You can use OSAP to go to a private or public college or university anywhere in the world, as 
long as it’s been approved.
Search for the name of your school - On the OSAP website

https://osap.gov.on.ca/SchoolSearchWeb/search/school_search.xhtml?lang=en


SCHOLARSHIPS
● Good academic standing
● Community involvement
● Leadership role
● Employment 

THREE MAIN TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS:
● Merit - Based on athletics, leadership, community involvement
● Academic - Excellence in academics
● Need Based or Bursary - Financial need



AN EXAMPLE OF A MAJOR SCHOLARSHIP…
TD SCHOLARSHIP FOR COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP

Eligibility:
- Applicants must have demonstrated outstanding leadership in improving community, 

e.g., engaging other youth, promoting social justice, creating equity initiatives, etc. 
- Applicants must have a minimum average of 75% in their most recently completed 

school year. 
The Requirements Are:

- a 600-word essay 
- a letter of recommendation from your school
- two letters of support from community group
- your academic transcript. 

Optional:
- 250-word essay describing your family and personal life, e.g., your family’s employment 

or economic situation.
Award: Up to 20 renewable scholarships of up to $70,000 
           ($10,000 tuition & $7,500 living expenses x 4 years)



WHERE DO I FIND INFORMATION ON 
SCHOLARSHIPS?

★ “The Scholarship Report”– Quarterly Report.  
       https://seekingscholarships.com/the-scholarship-report-2/
★ Seeking Scholarships – Glenda Healy .  The password to access 

“Seeking Scholarships” is *ask your student please. This has been 
sent to all students’ gapps account. There is a copyright ☺ 

★ ScholarshipsCanada - https://www.scholarshipscanada.com/ 
★ ScholarTree - https://scholartree.ca/ 
★ StudentAwards - https://studentawards.com/ 
★ Yconic - https://yconic.com/ 
★ CanLearn - 

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/education/student-aid
.html

https://seekingscholarships.com/the-scholarship-report-2/
https://www.scholarshipscanada.com/
https://scholartree.ca/
https://studentawards.com/
https://yconic.com/
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/education/student-aid.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/education/student-aid.html


WHERE DO I FIND INFORMATION ON 
SCHOLARSHIPS?

Student Access - “Grade 12 - 2023 PUBLIC folder” in Google Drive 
PLEASE NOTE:  School Nomination vs. Direct Application



WHERE DO I FIND INFORMATION ON  SCHOLARSHIPS?
Student Access - “Grade 12 - 2023 PUBLIC folder” in Google Drive 





QUESTIONS FROM PARENT/GUARDIAN SUBMISSION 

● When will grade 12 students get their OUAC PIN number
● Post secondary education
● Please review the options to apply for our school graduates to a Post-Secondary Education.
● University application resources
● I'm mainly interested to understand what assistance grade 12th students have access to, as they 

prepare for their post secondary applications
● post secondary applications clarity of forms and process
● Info for University applications

● RE: Applying to Post-Secondary: are there additional supports                                               
(either at Westmount or the community) for the application                                                 
process for:
-'first gen' students
- students with IEPs/learning disabilities?

● What are the best Acting schools, colleges, universities in Canada?


